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Kim Pate is mother to Michael and Madison
and an internationally recognized advocate
for marginalized, victimized and criminalized
women. Since 1992, she has been the
Executive Director of the Canadian
Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies, taking 
a solution-oriented approach to social justice
for criminalized and imprisoned women,
regularly consulting in prisons and advocating
in court. Ms. Pate helped bring to light the
shocking strip-searches of women inmates 
by male staff at the federal Prison for Women
in Kingston, Ontario. She also lobbied for a
public inquiry into conditions at the prison,
resulting in the landmark 1996 report by
Justice Louise Arbour. Ms. Pate led a national

campaign to re-examine cases of battered
women convicted of homicide, resulting in 
the ground-breaking “Self-Defence Review” 
in 1997. She has written numerous scholarly
articles, chapters, briefs, reports and
submissions, considered essential reading in
the field of women’s imprisonment. Ms. Pate
has been honoured by many organizations,
including the Canadian Bar Association, the
American Correctional Association, the
Correctional Service of Canada, Dalhousie
Law School and the International Association
of Civilian Oversight of Law Enforcement. 
She is known for her courage and empathy 
in fighting for vulnerable women. Ms. Pate
lives in Ottawa, Ontario.
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